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TWO TEXAS LEGENDS TAKE CENTER STAGE FOR 100TH BIRTHDAY 
––––––––––––––– 

H-E-B Swings Into Its Centennial as Presenting Sponsor of Ray Benson’s  
New Musical Drama A Ride With Bob: From Austin to Tulsa  

 

AUSTIN, Texas – Feb. 24, 2005 – The same year a small grocery store that would 

become the innovative retailer known as H-E-B opened in Kerrville, Texas, a man by the 

name of Bob Wills, who would grow up to become the King of Western Swing, was born 

outside of Kosse, Texas. The year was 1905. One hundred years later, the two Texas 

legends are taking center stage together.  

 

In honor of its Centennial Celebration, H-E-B is proud to present A Ride With Bob: From 

Austin to Tulsa, the first-ever musical drama based on the life and legend of Bob Wills. 

From Thursday, March 3 through Sunday, March 6, 2005, the historic State Theater in 

downtown Austin will host six live shows that will feature acting and live performances of 

multiple songs and a mini-concert by Asleep at the Wheel. 

 

“H-E-B is honored to share our 100th birthday with Texas music legend Bob Wills,” said 

H-E-B Centennial Project Director Kate Rogers. “He was a pioneer in his field, an 

authentic Texan who embodied the ideals and spirit of our great state. Bob Wills was 

best known for his ability to reinvent his category and constantly pursue excellence in his 

work. H-E-B is proud to present this show and help tell his story.” 

 

Throughout 2005, H-E-B is celebrating 100 years of serving Texas. To commemorate 

this important milestone, the company is hosting a yearlong celebration that includes 

parties, gifts, local community events and many surprises as H-E-B says “thank you” to 

the people and communities that have made the company a success.  

 

The inspiration for A Ride with Bob came from Ray Benson, who, even after nine 

Grammy AwardsTM and 35 years at the helm of Asleep at the Wheel, still has one regret: 

he never got the chance to talk to Bob Wills. He came very close. It was a brief 

handshake at a studio in Fort Worth in 1973.  



 

But Bob was tired and just leaving (in fact he suffered a massive stroke that same night 

from which he never recovered). Two years later Wills passed away just as Asleep at the 

Wheel was finding a new audience for Western Swing music with a successful remake of 

Bob’s “Take Me Back to Tulsa.” What if Ray could have that conversation now? What 

would he ask the King of Western Swing? A Ride with Bob captures a unique voyage 

from Austin to Tulsa. For a few brief moments, Bob does visit Ray as the Asleep at the 

Wheel bus rolls down the highway.  

 

The play includes a number of memorable moments such as the time Bob and Eck 

Robertson had a legendary fiddle contest in Bob’s barbershop; or, the critical first 

recording session where Bob established his trademark “Ah-haa.” Different episodes 

develop the kinship of Ray and Bob in conversation while at the same time featuring 

dramatic flashbacks and live musical performances, faithfully rendered by a professional 

cast of actors and the finest contemporary swing musicians in the field. 

 

A Ride With Bob stars Ray Benson, Marco Perella, Jason Roberts, Jody Nix, Asleep at 

the Wheel, and was written by Anne Rapp and Ray Benson with assistance of Bill 

Crawford based on the idea of Sara Byrd. The production is directed by CK McFarland 

and Sidney Brammer, and produced by Bismeaux Productions. The play is being 

presented by H-E-B and is also supported by Buick (www.buick.com) and The Texas 

Commission on the Arts (www.arts.state.tx.us). For more information about Asleep at the 

Wheel and Bob Wills, please visit www.AsleepAtTheWheel.com.  

 

Performance Information 
State Theatre, 713 Congress Ave., Austin 

Thursday, March 3, 8 p.m.; Friday March 4, 8 p.m;, Saturday, March 5; 2:30 p.m. and 8 

p.m.; and Sunday March 6, 2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

 

Ticket Information 
Although performances are nearly sold out, a limited number of seats may still be 

available through The Paramount & State Theater Box Office (713 Congress Ave, 

Austin, Texas) during regular business hours (noon to 5:30 p.m. Monday – Saturday), at 

www.gettix.net, or by phone at 866- I-GET-TIX (1-866-443-8849), (Monday through 

Friday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Sunday noon to 4 p.m.). All 

tickets are reserved seating for $37 plus a nominal service charge. 



 

About H-E-B 
For 100 years, H-E-B has been an innovative retailer. Known for its fresh food, quality 

products and convenient services, H-E-B strives to provide the best customer 

experience at the lowest prices. Based in San Antonio, H-E-B proudly employs more 

than 56,000 Partners (including more than 260 Partners in Kerrville) and serves millions 

of customers in more than 150 communities throughout Texas and Mexico. For more 

information about H-E-B and its Centennial Celebration, please visit www.heb.com.  

 

# # # 
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